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                                                             Lake Pepin Legacy Alliance News     June 2010               
Dear Friends of the Alliance,

Let’s Take the Next Step!
The talking about Lake Pepin has been impressive, but we really haven’t begun the walking.  Now is the time to move beyond research and discussion to concrete actions that will reduce suspended sediment in the Mississippi River and extend the life of Lake Pepin.  It’s time to summarize what we know, based on years of extensive research, and then act on this knowledge with common-sense solutions.
We know where to focus our attention – on the Minnesota and Cannon rivers, where 80% of the sediment load to the Mississippi River originates. Within this large area, we know that sediment comes from distinct landscape features in roughly the following proportions: agricultural fields, 35%; ravines, 30%; stream bluffs and banks, 30%; and urban runoff, 5%.  You can quibble with the percentages, which will vary from watershed to watershed. But for setting broad strategy, they’re plenty accurate. 
We know that stream and ditch buffers, required by law, can reduce sediment from field erosion by about half.  Applied broadly, that amounts to a 14% reduction in Total Suspended Solids to the Mississippi River.
We know that ravines often form at the edge of fields. Sediment losses are frequently increased by discharges from tile outlets that convey drainage water from field to ravine.  The National Resources Conservation Service, with offices in every county, knows how to stabilize ravines with simple engineering solutions. By applying such solutions to half of the ravines – those contributing the most sediment to streams – we could reduce Total Suspended Solids to the Mississippi River by an estimated 11 percent. 
Taking these two measures would achieve an estimated 25% reduction in Total Suspended Solids to the Mississippi River – half the amount needed to achieve the proposed TSS standard of 32 parts per million. A decent first step, wouldn’t you say?

Here’s how Minnesotans like you can act on this knowledge using existing authorities, resources and programs:  
· Insist that counties enforce their own ordinances, which require a 50-foot buffer of continuous, permanent vegetation along all stream segments classified as DNR protected waters, in agricultural areas.  The requirement is cited in Minnesota Rules 6120.330, Subpart 7. Most counties do not actively require compliance with this ordinance. However, in southeast Minnesota Dodge and Olmsted counties have recently begun full-compliance policies; Goodhue County is next, and others are likely to follow in response to citizen demands. 
· Encourage counties with extensive surface drainage networks to proceed expeditiously with a process known as “Re-Determination of Benefits.”  Many public drainage ditches were constructed in the early 1900s. They serve as the storm sewer for rural areas and many towns.  Over the years, there have been increases in tile drainage that discharge to these old systems.  Worsening the problem is the construction of unprotected side intakes to drain low areas and farming up to the ditch edge. These systems have become overloaded with drain water that destabilize the ditches and makes them major conduits for exporting sediment to the Minnesota and Cannon rivers.  Re-determination of benefits is the process used to assess all users of a drainage system in proportion to the benefits they receive from it. The process updates benefits to current dollar values, helps pay for repairs and improvements – such as unprotected side inlets – and also acquires a one-rod (16-1/2 foot) grass strip to reduce sediments entering the drainage system, thereby reducing future maintenance costs and improving water quality. Once established, the local drainage authority has the responsibility to maintain the buffer strip according to Minnesota Statutes 103E.021. 
· Ensure that a significant portion of the new Clean Water Fund is directed to repair seriously eroding ravines.  At the same time, we should request that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency consider these to be serious nonpoint sources of pollution, and begin using its authorities under Minnesota Rules 7050.0210 (13) which makes explicit reference to nonpoint  source pollution.
The third annual Tour de Pepin bicycle tour will be held Saturday, June 5, 2010.

Proceeds from the event will go to the Lake Pepin Legacy Fund to help promote environmental preservation of the lake.
For more information, visit www.lakecity.org/tourdepepin/ or go to our website www.lakepepinlegacyalliance.org 

